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NEWSLETTER 
for the 

The Anglican Chaplaincy of Bonn and Cologne

Dear Friends, 

In this most unusual year, in which so many 
of our usual events have been cancelled for 
reasons of health and safety, I’m happy to 
say there is one long-standing tradition that 
will be going forward: our harvest 
celebration, on 4 October. 

Please bring something to church that day, 
either homemade, or store bought, that 
participants can bid on in an auction 
following the service (everything socially 
distanced, of course). Homemade jam, a 
bottle or two of your favourite wine, a hand-
knit hat and scarf – are just a few ideas that 
come to mind.  

All funds raised will be put towards the 
chaplaincy’s annual charitable giving, so we 
look forward to having an enjoyable time 
together, a spirited auction, with generous 
bids.  

If you have any questions, please speak to 
Father Richard, or any of the 
churchwardens, or write to the e-mail 
address below. 

Another upcoming change, in a season of 
change, is that we will soon be bidding good-bye to Father Michael, as his three years with us comes 
to a close at the end of October. Father Michael speaks for himself on page 3. I have only left myself a 
few lines here, so this won’t be last time it is said (and I certainly know it’s not the first time either): 
Father Michael, we have so much to thank you for, we have so much to thank God for, for you. I for 
one am curious what anecdotes you might tell of our chaplaincy in future sermons, but will 
understand completely if we never find out. 

As always, dear reader, if you questions or feedback regarding this newsletter, please reach out to 
newsletter at anglicanbonncologne dot de. 

Take care, 
Carrie Andrews 
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Regular Worship 
St. Boniface, Bonn: Sundays, 9:30 am, Eucharist, at St Paulus Church in Bonn-Beuel 
Siegburger Strasse 75, 53229 Bonn-Beuel-Ost 
Public transport: Bus 609, 603, 608, 529 to Pantheon Beuel 
All Saints, Cologne: Sundays, 11:45 am, Eucharist, in Cologne-Marienburg 
Lindenallee 61, 50968 Cologne-Marienburg 
Fridays, 6pm Evening Prayer, 6:30pm Bible study 
Public transport: Bus 132 to Arnoldshöhe 

Online service: Sundays, 4pm, Eucharist (which have now resumed; to receive the link to 
the Zoom meeting and the order of service, please contact Fr Richard or sign up to our 
mailing list)

For the health & safety of all 

When you come to our services … 

Please disinfect your hands when you 
come into church. Hand sanitizer is 
available at the entrance.  
 
Please sit at least 2 meters away from 
others in all directions. Signs on the pews 
will show you which rows to keep free.  
People who live together in one household 
can sit together in one pew.  
 
Please wear a face-mask during the 
service.  
 
Please avoid all physical contact with 
others.  
 
Please follow the instructions given if you 
would like to receive Holy Communion.  
 
There will be no congregational singing.  

No refreshments will be served after the 
service. 

Dates for your diary 
Please note, dates are subject to change. 
Please check your e-mail, or the chaplaincy 
website and social media accounts for 
announcements. 

Tuesday, 22 September 
Talk on Anglicans and the C of E 
Fr. Richard will be speaking (in German) at 
the Forum Pauluskirche in Bonn at 7:30 
pm. More details here. 

Sunday, 4 October  
Celebration of Harvest  

Sunday, 25 October 
Fr. Michael's last official Sunday with us  

Sunday, 8 November 
Evening Service in Cologne city centre 
At the Antoniterkirche, Cologne at 6 pm.


Find us online 
www.anglicanbonncologne.de  

Facebook & Twitter (both are publicly 
accessible, no account required) 

St Boniface, Bonn: A Church Near You 
All Saints, Cologne: A Church Near You

http://www.anglicanbonncologne.de
http://www.facebook.com/AnglicanBonnCologne
http://twitter.com/Anglican_Bn_Cgn
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/8388
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/8389
http://www.anglicanbonncologne.de
http://www.facebook.com/AnglicanBonnCologne
http://twitter.com/Anglican_Bn_Cgn
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/8388
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/8389
https://www.anglicanbonncologne.de
https://www.anglicanbonncologne.de
https://www.katholisch-an-rhein-und-sieg.de/export/sites/katholisch-an-rhein-und-sieg/.content/PDF-Dateien/Flyer_Forum-Pauluskirche_2HJ20.pdf
https://www.anglicanbonncologne.de/what-we-ve-been-up-to/newsletter
https://www.anglicanbonncologne.de/what-we-ve-been-up-to/newsletter
https://www.anglicanbonncologne.de
https://www.anglicanbonncologne.de
https://www.katholisch-an-rhein-und-sieg.de/export/sites/katholisch-an-rhein-und-sieg/.content/PDF-Dateien/Flyer_Forum-Pauluskirche_2HJ20.pdf
https://www.anglicanbonncologne.de/what-we-ve-been-up-to/newsletter
https://www.anglicanbonncologne.de/what-we-ve-been-up-to/newsletter
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From the Chaplaincy 

A letter from Father Michael 

After three years with the Chaplaincy, Fr. 
Michael will celebrate his last services 
with us as Chaplain on 25 October. 

Dear Friends, 

My last year with you has not been at all as I 
expected, indeed nobody’s 2020 has been at 
all as they expected. I wrote my last letter on 
18 March from England under lockdown 
restrictions, and I was not able to return to 
my duties until 16 June, the day after the 
borders were re-opened. I am enormously 
grateful to Father Richard and other leaders 
in their work of keeping our community 
together, especially by using new technology. 
One fruit of their work was the lovely service 
on 13 September when sixteen people were 
confirmed by the Suffragan Bishop David. 
Please God the next Confirmation will have at 
least as many candidates and will be filled to 
the doors with God’s people pressed together! 

Self-isolation during those months in 
England was not as difficult as I had feared. I 
say that with thanksgiving rather than 
smugness, since thanksgiving is a good 
starting point for prayer, while the gospels 
remind us that smugness hinders it. I was 
allowed to leave the house once a day for 
shopping and exercise, and I am lucky that 
the shops I needed and which remained open 
were within walking distance. I am used to 
living alone and coping with management of 
time. The spiritual disciplines of private 
prayer and the Daily Office I mentioned in 
my last letter were immensely helpful: it 
could have been otherwise. I missed the 
sacraments. Our hearts should go out to those 
who do not have the blessings I have: it is 
said jokingly that the lockdown will produce 
many more pregnancies, but more seriously 
being cooped up, sometimes in fear of disease 
and death, will have put a sometimes 
intolerable strain on relationships. 

The church press has been full of the creative 
use by clergy and people of new technology in 
worship, and in our Chaplaincy it has been a 
way of keeping in touch, or in some cases 
resuming contact, with people who find it 
physically impossible to get to church: 
churches in the UK or US are not always 
likely to understand the impact of distances 
to be covered. However, an English parish 
priest wrote a letter to a church newspaper 
pointing out that many if not most of his 
parishioners do not have access to a 
computer. That is far less likely to be the case 
in our Diocese in Europe, but might give us 
pause for thought. 

We have been forced to think hard about the 
nature of worship, our relationships with 
others and perhaps indeed our preparations 
for death. Churches in the catholic tradition, 
including the catholic tradition of 
Anglicanism, are likely to be especially 
affected by the necessary corona virus 
restrictions. Mainstream Christianity 
requires people and stuff: shaking hands, 
even embracing, eating bread and drinking 
wine together, laying on of hands, baptizing 
with water and anointing with oil. Pastors 
and shepherds, said Pope Francis with 
perhaps too much detail, should be able to 
smell the sheep. Zoom is no substitute for all 
this. 

As I leave I am aware of things that have not 
been achieved. I wish our financial position 
had enabled my successor to be full-time 
stipendiary. Nevertheless, I am confident that 
my successor, and indeed the reader-in-
training, will inherit a talented team of good 
people with whom to work effectively. I will 
thank my God for all remembrance of you.  

With my prayers and heartfelt good wishes 

Michael Bullock OGS
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News & such 

‘Big Conversation’ launched on clergy 
care and wellbeing


Churches and clergy across the UK are to 
join in a discussion, the ‘Big Conversation’, 
aimed at improving the care and wellbeing 
of ministers. 

It follows the recent welcome of the 
Covenant for Clergy Care and Wellbeing 
at General Synod. Now General Synod 
has asked that the whole church reflect on 
the questions it poses over the next two 
years. Hence, the ‘Big Conversation’. 

The Covenant commits all parts of the 
Church to sharing responsibility for the 
welfare of ministers and their households.  

Recommendations include promoting 
awareness of stress and the dangers of 
burnout as part of training for ordained 
ministry. There will be new resources for 
licensing and induction services that 
highlight the care and wellbeing of clergy. 
The Group also recommended more 
pastoral supervision for clergy through 
coaching or mentoring.  

The Revd Canon Simon Butler, who 
headed the Working Group, said: “The 
care and wellbeing of the clergy is crucial 
to the health of the Church at worship, in 
mission, and in pastoral care.” 

Why singing in church is the same as 
shouting at the pub 

How dangerous is it to sing in church, 
when it comes to spreading coronavirus? 
About the same as it is to speak loudly in a 
pub. 

So say researchers at the University of 
Bristol. They have found that speaking 
loudly and singing generate about the 
same amounts of aerosol droplet – tiny 
particles of liquid – which are thought to 
carry Covid-19 

Of course, the louder you sing or speak, 
the more the aerosol droplets. 

Bishop calls for targeted sanctions to 
protect Uighurs 

A new system of targeted sanctions could 
be used against the perpetrators of “gross 
human rights abuses” on the Uighur 
people in China, a bishop has told the 
House of Lords. 

The Bishop of Rochester, James Langstaff, 
also urged the Government to consider 
the use of sanctions specifically to protect 
freedom of religion or belief around the 
world. 

He was speaking during a recent debate 
on the Global Human Rights Sanctions 
Regulations 2020. The legislation brings 
the UK into line with the other nations’ 
approaches towards a ‘Magnitsky-style’ 
sanctions regime, which allows for 
sanctions against named individuals 
rather than simply states. 

At present freedom of religion or belief is 
not included on the list of specific grounds 
on which the sanctions regime can be 
applied.  

Urging the Government to reconsider this, 
Bishop James said: “Given that freedom 
of religion or belief is a foreign policy 
priority, I find it slightly surprising that 
this right is not explicitly included in the 
scope of the regulations in relation to 
sanctions.” 

He added: “Like others, I am particularly 
concerned about gross human rights 
abuses in China, especially against 
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Uighurs. As one of my episcopal 
colleagues noted last week in a letter to 
the Foreign Secretary, ‘The images that we 
have seen in recent days and the reports 
emanating from the region are harrowing 
and require a clear and unequivocal 
response’.” 

Bishop of Bristol to take up national 
safeguarding role


The Bishop of Bristol, Bishop Viv Faull has 
been appointed a deputy lead bishop for 
safeguarding. Her focus will be on liaison 
with diocesan bishops on behalf of the 
National Safeguarding Steering Group 
(NSSG) and with the wider Anglican 
Communion, and to speak on safeguarding 
in the House of Lords. 

She will work closely with the lead 
safeguarding bishop, the Bishop of 
Huddersfield, Jonathan Gibbs and the 
other deputy lead Bishop Debbie Sellin, 
who took up their roles earlier this year.  

Honey, honey! 

If your grannie gave you honey when you 
had a cold, she was right.  

Research published in The British Medical 
Journal has found that honey is especially 
good for treating upper respiratory tract 
infections (URTIs) such as the common 
cold.  

Honey has anti-microbial and anti-
inflammatory properties. These do better 
at soothing your cough and sniffles than 
any of the over-the-counter remedies. In 
fact, URTI sufferers who were given honey 
suffered their symptoms for up to two 
days LESS than those who did not use 
honey.  

All good news, especially as honey is 
cheap, readily available, and has virtually 
no side effects. 

How can a Christian be a scientist? 
by Dr Ruth Bancewicz  

I used to ask this question as a student. I 
wondered what it was like to have a career 
in science, and how being a Christian 
might make a difference. Eventually I met 
a good number of successful scientists 
who were sincere Christians, and I learned 
that science and faith are a great 
combination. Dr Francis Collins, former 
Director of the project to decode the 
whole of human DNA, wrote that it is 
“possible for the scientist-believer to be 
intellectually fulfilled and spiritually alive, 
both worshipping God and using the tools 
of science to uncover some of the 
awesome mysteries of His creation.” So, 
what do people like this make of the 
opportunities and challenges of a life in 
science?  

Although our beliefs may affect what we 
notice about the world and how we 
interpret our data, they don’t affect the 
outcome of the experiments themselves. If 
a Muslim and a Christian drop the same 
ball from the same height under identical 
conditions, it will fall at the same speed. 
This means that a scientist can be 
respected by her colleagues for doing good 
work, regardless of what she believes and 
what her colleagues think of her 
worldview.   

Science is an exercise in observing and 
measuring things, and coming up with 
general principles about the way things 
are. The world 
has been 
declared by 
God to be 
‘very 
good’ (see 
chapter one 
and two of 
Genesis), and 
exploring it is 
a way to 
express our 
gratitude to 
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Him. Scientific discoveries can also bring 
a sense of awe and wonder that feeds into 
our worship.  

Some people don’t want to get involved in 
certain lines of research because of ethical 
concerns. On the other hand, there are 
many issues that make Christians want to 
get stuck into new research that will help 
care for people and the rest of creation, 
such as medical research, ecology or 
developing appropriate technologies.  

Organisations such as Christians in 
Science and the Faraday Institute gather 
together scientists who are also people of 
faith, and others who are interested in the 
subject. They come from a wide range of 
backgrounds, and express their beliefs in a 
variety of different ways. They have in 
common the conviction that you don’t 
have to choose between science and God. 
As the young people in our churches 
prepare to return to their studies, let’s 
encourage them that science (along with 
many other fields) is a great way to serve 
God. 

Dr Ruth Bancewicz is Church 
Engagement Director at The Faraday 
Institute for Science and Religion, 
Cambridge, and a member of Christians 
in Science. See faraday.cam.ac.uk/
churches and cis.org.uk		

Landmark book explores Celtic 
Christianity 

A retired archdeacon has told the 
remarkable story of Britain’s oldest centre 
of learning.   

Philip Morris, former Archdeacon of 
Margam, has written an in-depth history 
of the monastery and school founded in 
the Welsh town of Llantwit Major – 
Llanilltud Fawr – more than 1,500 years 
ago. 

St Illtud’s monastic community dates to 
around 500AD and is regarded as the 
cradle of Celtic Christianity. Church 
historians have called it the ‘Christian axis 
of the Celtic-speaking people’ and the 
‘University of the Atlantic of the Celtic 
period’. 

Llanilltud: The Story of a Celtic Christian 
Community by Philip Morris is published 
by Y Lolfa and described as ‘one of the 
greatest untold stories in British history’. 

Music and memory 

Have you ever heard a certain song or 
tune that immediately takes you back to 
your youth? It can be very poignant. 

When researchers at the University of 
Westminster examined the choices of 80 
different guests on the BBC radio show 
Desert Island Discs, they found that most 
guests had chosen music which dated back 
to when they had been between 10 to 30 
years old. This time span was identified as 
a ‘self-defining period’ in their lives.   

The research concluded: “The music we 
know and love between the ages of 10 to 
30 will play a significant role throughout 
our lives, connecting us to other people, 
places and times that become central to 
our identity.” 

What songs trigger the big memories for 
you? 

https://www.faraday.cam.ac.uk/churches/overview/
https://www.faraday.cam.ac.uk/churches/overview/
http://www.cis.org.uk
https://www.faraday.cam.ac.uk/churches/overview/
https://www.faraday.cam.ac.uk/churches/overview/
http://www.cis.org.uk
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High and Holy Days 
18 September – St Joseph of 
Copertino, the awkward saint 

Joseph of Copertino (1603 – 63) should 
be the patron saint of all awkward people 
who mean well, but who drive those 
around them to distraction – especially 
their church leaders.   

Joseph began life in a garden shed, 
because his father had sold the house to 
pay debts. Then he grew up wandering 
about open-mouthed – his mother 
despised him and 
called him ‘the 
Gaper’. 

Young Joseph’s 
intense devotion to 
God led him to try 
and join the 
Capuchin monks – 
but he drove them 
crazy: forgetting to 
do what he was 
told, dropping piles 
of plates on the 
kitchen floor, and 
neglecting to tend 
the all-important 
kitchen fire. He was 
finally accepted by 
the Franciscans as 
a servant, and grew 
so religiously 
fervent that he was accepted as a novice in 
1625, and ordained a priest in 1628.   

As a priest he was devout, but apt to do 
anything – much to the irritation of his 
superiors. One problem was his repeated 
levitations, of which there were 70 
reported instances. The most spectacular 
stories are of his flying to images placed 
high above the altars and helping 
workmen to erect a Calvary Cross 36 feet 
high by lifting it into place while he was 
hanging in mid-air himself. Such feats 
earned him the name of ‘the Flying Friar’ 

by admiring locals, but gave his superiors 
headaches. They were also disturbed by 
his habit of going into states of ecstasy, 
from which nothing could wake him.     

Joseph’s reputation for flying about and 
for occasional ecstasy drew the crowds: 
they were all eager to see what would 
happen next. What did happen next was 
that his superiors kept him in virtual 
isolation for many years, eager to contain 
this intensely emotional and erratic priest. 
In 1767 he was canonised, not for his 
levitations, but for his extreme patience 
and humility. 

28 September – 
St Lioba, 
evangelist in 
Germany 

What really gets 
a woman 
remembered? 
Loved? 
Respected? Lioba 
the abbess of 
Bischofsheim is 
the patron saint 
for any woman 
who wants to 
make the most of 
her life.   

Lioba was born 
in Wessex early 
in the 8th century. 

Her family was noble, her mother was a 
relative of the monk Boniface (the Billy 
Graham of the day, in that he was the 
apostle and then archbishop of Germany).   

Lioba was educated first at the nunnery of 
Minster-in-Thanet and then at Wimborne, 
Dorset. She became a nun. After some 
years of correspondence with Boniface, he 
invited her to Germany to help him 
evangelise the people by establishing 
convents. Convents were sort of the ‘Fresh 
Expressions’ of church in those days.   
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And so Lioba left Dorset with 30 nuns and 
went to Tauberbischofsheim, where she 
established a convent. She was a 
wonderful ‘ambassador’ of Christianity, 
for people found her both beautiful and 
accessible, intelligent and patiently kind. 
She became so highly esteemed that soon 
her advice was sought by magnates of 
both Church and State. 

Lioba’s convents followed the Rule of St 
Benedict: all her nuns learned Latin as 
well as manual work in scriptorium, 
kitchen, bakery, brewery, and garden. 
Above all, the regular public prayer of the 
Church was upheld.   

Learning, hard work, and love of God: 
those were the factors that made Lioba 
who she was. Her walk with God was 
evident in her inner strength and dignity, 
her goodness and kindness. No wonder 
that even 50 years after her death in 782, 
the local people were still talking of her 
with great affection. 

12 October – Edith Cavell, nurse  

Edith Cavell may not be an officially 
recognised saint, yet she is still a good 
saint for NHS workers this year: she cared 
for the sick despite the danger to her own 
safety.  

Edith was a vicar’s daughter from 
Swardeston in Norfolk, where she was 
born in 1865.  She became a governess, 
but her heart was for nursing, so she went 
on to train at the London Hospital, before 
nursing in various hospitals such as St 
Pancras and Manchester. 

When Edith was 42, she decided to go 
abroad, and was appointed matron of a 
large training centre for nurses in 
Brussels. She was still there seven years 
later, when the First World War broke out 
and German troops invaded Belgium on 
their way to Paris and the Channel Ports. 

Edith’s nursing school became a Red 
Cross hospital, and she turned down the 
opportunity to return to the safety of 
England. Instead, her nurses tended 
wounded soldiers from both German and 
Allied armies.   

Sadly, in 1915, when the Germans began 
their occupation of Brussels, they took a 
dim view of Edith’s work. But they would 
have been even more unhappy had they 
known she was helping to smuggle 200 
British soldiers across the border into the 
Netherlands! 

Finally, the Germans arrested Edith in 
August 1915, and put her into solitary 
confinement. They tricked her into 
confessing to a charge which carried the 
death penalty. But Edith refused to show 
either regret at what she had done, or any 
fear or bitterness towards her captors.   

On 11 October 1915, the night before her 
execution, Edith was visited by the 
Anglican chaplain to Brussels, the Revd 
Stirling Gahan. Together they said the 
words of Abide with Me, and Edith 
received her last Holy Communion.   

She told Gahan: “I am thankful to have 
had these ten weeks of quiet to get ready. 
Now I have had them and have been 
kindly treated here. I expected my 
sentence and I believe it was just. 
Standing, as I do, in view of God and 
eternity, I realise that patriotism is not 
enough. I must have no hatred or 
bitterness to anyone.” 

Edith was shot by a firing squad next day, 
on 12 October 1915. 

After the war her body was exhumed and 
buried in Norwich Cathedral. Her 
memorial service in Westminster Abbey 
attracted thousands. A commemorative 
statue of her stands near Trafalgar 
Square. 
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18 October – Thank you, Dr Luke! 
By David Winter 

‘Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, bless the 
bed that I lie on’ - my grandma taught me 
that one. At least it meant I never forgot 
the names of the writers of the four 
Gospels. This month Luke, the writer of 
the third of them, has his feast day – 18 
October.  

He was, we learn from the letters of St 
Paul, a ‘physician’ - an educated man and 
probably the only one of the writers of the 
New Testament who was not a Jew. In 
modern terms, he was Turkish. Paul took 
him as one of his missionary team on a 
long journey around the Middle East, and 
they clearly became close friends. Under 
house arrest later in his life Paul could 
write, ‘only Luke is with me’. 

However, it is his Gospel which has 
established him as a major figure in the 
history of the Christian Church. Mark’s 
Gospel may have more drama, Matthew’s 
more prophetic background and John’s a 
more profound sense of the mystery of the 
divine, but Luke offers us a Jesus who is 
utterly and believably real. This man 
turned no one away, reserved his harshest 
words for hypocrites and religious 
grandees, cared for the marginalised, the 
poor, the persecuted, the handicapped 
and the sinful. His Gospel is full of people 
we can recognise - indeed, in whom we 
can often recognise ourselves. 

He was also a masterly storyteller. Try, for 
instance, the story of the Prodigal Son 
(Luke 15:11-32). Read it (this time) not as 
a sacred text but as a brilliant piece of 
story-telling: subtle repetitions (‘your son, 
this brother of yours’), believable 
characters, drama and profound emotion. 
There is the older brother, so cynical 
about his sibling’s alleged reformation, 
the ‘prodigal’ himself, so hesitant about 
throwing himself on his father’s mercy 
after the folly of his earlier behaviour, and 
there is the father, of course, abandoning 

the dignity of his role in the family and 
actually running to welcome his wretched 
son’s return.  

There are more women in Luke’s Gospel 
than in any of the others, and also more 
poor people, more lepers, more ‘sinners’ 
and tax-collectors, more ‘outsiders’ who 
are shown to be ‘inside’ the love of Christ. 
This, for many of us, is the great Gospel of 
inclusion and compassion. Here is a Jesus 
for the whole world and for every one of 
us. Thank you, Dr Luke! 

27 October – Odran of Iona, fought 
over by the spirits 

Odran is a suitable saint to remember as 
Halloween approaches, for his story 
involves the spirit world.  

British by birth, Odran (died c. 563) was 
one of Columba’s first companions on 
Iona.  Sadly, he died not long after his 
arrival on the island. But Columba found 
comfort, for in a vision he saw Odran’s 
soul ascending to heaven, after being 
fought over by angels and devils. Christ 
had redeemed Odran for His own, and so 
all the devils there ever were could not lay 
claim to Odran’s soul.   

In memory of his dear friend, Columba 
named the graveyard on Iona after him, 
Reilig Orain. An old Irish tradition has an 
Odran abbot of Meath and founder of 
Latteragh (Co. Tipperary), and it is 
probable that these Odrans are one and 
the same.
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He gave us eyes to see 
them 

The Revd Michael Burgess 
continues his series on animals and 
birds as seen in art and scripture … 
this month he considers ‘St Francis 
of Assisi preaching to the fish’ by 
Luc-Olivier Merson.  	

‘St Francis of Assisi preaching to 
the fish’	

On	4	October	we	give	thanks	for	one	
of	the	most	loved	saints	in	the	church	
–	Francis	of	Assisi.	He	died	in	1226,	
but	his	example	and	witness	have	lived	on	
to	inspire	Christians	through	the	centuries.		

His	was	a	life	focused	on	the	crib	and	the	
cross,	Lady	Poverty	and	the	stigmata,	
suffering	and	transfiguration.	But	also,	it	
was	a	life	marked	by	a	deep	love	of	
creation:	St	Francis	had	a	special	nearness	
to	all	creatures	great	and	small.	As	we	read	
the	stories	of	Thomas	of	Celano,	we	learn	
how	he	tamed	a	wolf	in	Gubbio,	how	
swallows	would	chirp	and	fly	around	his	
head,	how	lambs	would	come	close	and	
gaze	with	delight,	how	his	faithful	donkey	
wept	as	the	saint	approached	death,	and	in	
this	month’s	painting,	how	fish	would	come	
to	the	shore	to	hear	him	preach.		

Thomas	relates	how	Francis	returned	some	
fish	that	had	been	caught	to	the	water,	
telling	them	not	to	be	caught	again.	They	
lingered	near	the	boat,	listening	to	the	saint	
until	he	gave	them	permission	to	leave.	

The	sermon	to	the	fish	is	portrayed	in	this	
work	by	Luc-Olivier	Merson,	a	French	artist	
who	lived	from	1846	to	1920.	He	is	better	
known	for	his	work	with	designs	for	
banknotes,	postage	stamps,	and	the	basilica	
of	Sacré	-	Coeur	in	Montmartre.	Here	in	this	
canvas,	we	see	St	Francis	with	followers	
young	and	old,	a	faithful	dog	and	the	fish	at	
the	water’s	edge.		

What	was	the	saint	telling	them?	I	think	
that	they	were	loved	and	valued	as	part	of	
the	rich	tapestry	of	God’s	creation,	and	they	
must	return	that	love.	It	is	the	mood	of	the	
Benedicite	where	all	things	that	move	in	the	
earth,	the	skies	and	the	seas	are	exhorted	to	
praise	the	Lord	and	magnify	him	forever.	St	
Francis	captures	that	mood	in	his	own	
Canticle	of	the	Sun.	

In	the	weeks	and	months	of	lockdown	many	
of	us	have	had	the	time	to	look	afresh	at	our	
relationship	with	the	world	of	nature	as	we	
have	journeyed	through	the	seasons	of	
spring	and	summer.	We	have	learnt	to	
wonder	at	the	richness	and	variety	of	
creation.	We	need	to	take	that	lesson	into	
the	‘new	normal'	as	restrictions	are	
gradually	relaxed.	The	clock	and	the	
complexity	of	life	may	easily	take	over	
again,	but	St	Francis	is	inviting	us	to	
journey	with	him	in	simplicity	and	joy	as	
we	praise	God	with	all	His	creatures:	

	 ‘Let	all	things	their	Creator	bless	
	 and	worship	Him	in	humbleness.’	
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Puzzle & Activity Pages 
For young and old(er). Get your pens, pencils and crayons ready!  
Crossword and sudoku solutions can be found at the end of the newsletter.

Across 
			
1 He must be ‘the husband of 
but one wife and must manage 
his children and his household 
well’ (1 Tim. 3:12) 
4 ‘For we must all _ before the 
judgement seat of Christ’ (2 
Cor. 5:10) 
7 ‘They reeled and staggered 
like drunken men; they were 
at their _ end’ (Ps. 107:27) 
8 See 19 Across  
9 It concerned who among the 
disciples would be the greatest 
(Luke 9:46) 
13 Formed by the Jews in 
Thessalonica to root out Paul 
and Silas (Acts 17:5) 
16 ‘He has sent me to bind up 
the _ _ ’ (Isa. 61:1) (6,7) 
17 Moved rapidly on foot 
(Matt. 28:8)  
19 and 8  ‘ _ a great company 
of the _ host appeared with 
the angel’ (Luke 2:13) (8,8) 
24 Hindrance (Rom. 14:13) 
25 Between Luke and Acts  
26 Empower (Acts 4:29) 
27 ‘Get these out of here! How 
dare you turn my Father’s 
house into a _ !’ (John 2:16)

Down 

1 Sunrise (Ps. 119:147) 
2 When Cornelius the  centurion had a vision 
of an angel of God (Acts 10:3) 
3 He was one who returned with Zerubbabel 
from exile in Babylon to Jerusalem (Neh. 7:7) 
4 ‘No one can see the kingdom of God unless 
he is born _ ’ (John 3:3) 
5 Animal hunted or killed as food (Ezek. 22:25)  
6 ‘He encouraged them _ _ remain true to the 
Lord’ (Acts 11:23) (3,2)  
10 Ruses (anagram) 
11 Jewish priestly vestment (Ex. 28:6) 
12 Visible sign of what had been there (Dan. 
2:35) 

13 This was the trade of Alexander, who did 
Paul ‘a great deal of harm’ (2 Tim. 4:14)  
14 ‘This is my _ , which is for you; do this in 
remembrance of me’ (1 Cor. 11:24) 
15 One of Noah’s great-great-grandsons (Gen. 
10:24) 
18 Traditionally the first British Christian 
martyr  
20 Relationship of Ner to Saul (1 Sam. 14:50) 
21 Jacob had one at a place he named Bethel 
while fleeing from Esau (Gen. 28:12) 
22 Bats (anagram) 
23 ‘You strain out a _ but swallow a 
camel’ (Matt. 23:24) 



�12 September/October 2020

Sudoku – Easy

Sudoku – Medium

Ten Commandments

A Sunday School teacher was discussing 
the Ten Commandments with her five 
and six-year-olds. After explaining the 
commandment to ‘honour thy father 
and thy mother’, she said: “Is there a 
commandment that teaches us how to 
treat our brothers and sisters?” 
Without missing a beat, one little boy 
answered: “Thou shalt not kill.” 

New York

The last time we went to New York, it 
was incredible. We circled the airport 
for two hours. What made it so 
incredible was that we were in a bus. – 
Anon 

Telling the time

The cable repairman was on my street 
and asked me what time it was.  I told 
him it was between 1:00 pm and 5:00 
pm. 

Where?

The police officer asked me where I had 
been between 5 and 6. He seemed 
irritated when I answered 
“kindergarten.” 

Cats and dogs 
This morning I saw a neighbour talking 
to her cat. It was obvious she thought 
her cat understood her. I came into my 
house and told my dog. We laughed a 
lot. 

Life on the apps 
Profile on a dating app: ‘Princess, 
having had sufficient experience with 
princes, seeks frog.’ 

Sad sacks 
I told my suitcases that due to the 
pandemic, there will be no holiday this 
year. Now I’m dealing with emotional 
baggage.

For a little laugh



�13 September/October 2020



�14 September/October 2020

Service of Confirmation 

On 13 September, Bishop David 
Hamid was with us at All Saints in 
Cologne as 15 candidates were 
confirmed, and one received into 
the Church of England. Although 
seating, and thus attendance, was 
unfortunately severely restricted to 
comply with social distancing 
measures, it was still a joyful service 
and happy occasion indeed. The 
photo here may be small, but there 
were lots of smiles under the masks!  

With great thanks to Bishop David, 
for travelling from London to 
celebrate the service for and with 
us; to Father Richard, for preparing 
the candidates, and for all the effort 
involved in organizing the service 
and celebration in these most 
unusual times; to Sophia Adjetey for 
altar service and running the drinks 
table after; and to Reiner Knudsen, 
for being both event photographer 
and sidesperson. 

Sudoku – Easy Sudoku – Medium

Till next time … 

in November

Photo courtesy of Reiner Knudsen
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