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NEWSLETTER
for the

The Anglican Chaplaincy of Bonn and Cologne
Editorial: The year isn’t
over yet …
… Even if it’s beginning to feel like it.
It may feel like we’re already well into
Autumn, but as this edition of the
newsletter goes out, it really has only
just begun. And we have much
planned in the chaplaincy before we
say goodbye to 2019.
Bonn helped us close out the summer
in style and joy with the Garden Party
on 21 September.
One important topic covered this time
is the Harvest festival. Come celebrate
this with us at and after the services on
6 October. See the next page and page
7 for more.
If you are new to All Saints or St
Boniface, please see page 8 for
important information about how you
can join the chaplaincy’s electoral
rolls.
And finally, as always, if you, dear Reader, have anything to contribute here, please send it to
newsletter at anglicanbonncologne dot de. You can expect the next edition to arrive in your
inbox towards the end of November.
Carrie Andrews
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Regular Worship
St. Boniface, Bonn: Sundays, 9:30 am, Eucharist, at St Paulus Church in Bonn-Beuel
Siegburger Strasse 75, 53229 Bonn-Beuel-Ost
Public transport: Bus 609, 603, 608, 529 to Pantheon Beuel
All Saints, Cologne: Sundays, 11:45 am, Eucharist, in Cologne-Marienburg
Lindenallee 61, 50968 Cologne-Marienburg
Public transport: Bus 132 to Arnoldshöhe
We meet for coffee after each service, in both Bonn and Cologne.

Dates for your diary

afternoon of Friday, 18 October, so he can
reserve a table.

Saturday, 28 September
Chaplaincy walking group
This time a short “fellowship stroll” (slow,
short and easy). We will meet at All Saints
at 2pm and amble through the woods of
the Äußerer Gründgürtel towards the
Kalscheurer Weiher, have refreshments at
the kiosk, and do a couple of rounds in a
paddleboat before heading back, possibly
via the Südfriedhof. Open to all.

Sunday, 20 October
Evening Service in Cologne city centre
6pm – Choral Evensong at the Antoniterkirche, Schildergasse 57, 50667 Köln

Sunday, 6 October
Celebration of Harvest festival
Help us celebrate the Harvest festival by
contributing goods (homemade or store
bought) or skills to be auctioned after
each service. Proceeds from the auction
are used to support the chaplaincy’s
charitable giving. For more on Harvest
festival, please see Father Michael’s
contribution on page 7.
Saturday, 19 October
Chaplaincy Walking Group, 11am
Watch the website and the chaplaincy’s
facebook and twitter. Details are coming!
Sunday, 20 October
Lunch at the local Chinese Restaurant
To enjoy a time of fellowship beyond
coffee after services we have lunch
together, once every two months, after the
service in Cologne at the local Chinese
restaurant. All are welcome, but everyone
pays their own way. If you would like to
join us, please tell Richard by the

Sunday, 10 November
Remembrance Day Service
10:45am, Südfriedhof. Services will also
be held as usual in Bonn and Cologne.
Father Richard would be very happy to
see some friendly faces from the
chaplaincy at the Südfriedhof.
Saturday, 30 November
Christmas Bazaar
It's that time of year again: With
Lebkuchen and Spekulatius back on
the supermarket shelves, the
chaplaincy Christmas Bazaar is rapidly
approaching. Join us on at St. Josef
Pfarrheim (An St. Josef 19a, 53225
Bonn-Beuel) from 12–4pm. Please speak
to Reiner Knudsen or Hamish Cooper in
Bonn if you can help on the day or with
setting up the evening before. Posters and
flyers will be available soon to distribute
to your families and friends.
Saturday, 7 December
Chaplaincy Walking Group, 10am
Details coming soon!
Sunday, 8 December
Holy Communion, 6pm
At the Antoniterkirche, Cologne city centre
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is a real and exceptional movement of the
Spirit.”

News
More than 50,000 people now attend
non-traditional church gatherings
More than 50,000 people are attending
non-traditional church gatherings, thanks
to the success of a drive to attract
worshippers with no previous contact with
the Christian faith, the General Synod
heard this summer.
And members of the General Synod gave
their backing to an expansion of ‘Fresh
Expressions’ churches – new forms of
church gatherings, meeting often in
venues such as cafes, community centres
and pubs.
Fresh Expressions churches now account
for 15% of congregations in the Church of
England and are estimated to attract more
than 50,000 worshippers, the equivalent
to the size of two new dioceses, the
General Synod was told.
To boost the movement, the Church of
England is planning for up to 6,000
‘pioneer’ ministers within the next decade
– both lay and ordained - to serve Fresh
Expressions churches. There are also
plans to give further support for the
growth of new forms of church gatherings
in 10 dioceses.
Fresh Expressions was called “the most
influential missionary movement of the
last 50 years, and a significant means of
allowing our church to thrive now and in
the future.” Mark Sheard, Chair of the
Ministry and Public Affairs Council of the
Church of England, leading a debate at the
General Synod said: “I am firmly of the
belief that … what we are witnessing here

And so the General Synod voted to
approve a new motion celebrating the
success of the Fresh Expressions
movement, and encouraging every parish
and diocese to be part of the movement.
Update on safeguarding in the C of E
Along with the Diocese in Europe, this
chaplaincy takes its commitment to the
safeguarding of children and vulnerable
adults very seriously. In compliance with
policy, council members who have not yet
had it will receive safeguarding training
at the end of September. Our chaplaincy
safeguarding officer is Patra Al-Saadi. If
you have any questions about
safeguarding please speak to Patra or
Fathers Richard or Michael. The Diocese
in Europe page on safeguarding is here.
An extensive presentation on safeguarding
in the Church of England was given by the
lead safeguarding bishop, the Rt Revd
Peter Hancock, Bishop of Bath & Wells, at
the recent meeting of the General Synod.
He said that while “the need for
compassion and pastoral care is clear,” it
is “action that will bring reform, support
survivors and ensure that we keep
prevention at the forefront of our work.”
In a wide-ranging speech the Bishop
quoted the letter originating from
Blackburn Diocese that stressed “there are
very few areas of our common life that we
will not need to look at very closely and
honestly in the years to come. Vague and
evasive talk of ‘culture change’ is not
enough.”
The bishop said: “We ALL have a role to
play in safeguarding. It is not something
that can be ‘done to’ the Church. It is
instead integral to the Church’s very life
and it remains at the heart of the
Christian message.
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He said: “There is no doubt that our
response to survivors in the past has been
inadequate. But there has been good
progress.” As an example, he said that the
Church has now committed to coproducing a National Victim and
Survivor’s Charter, “which will outline the
key statements and principles we agree to
adhere to when working with victims and
survivors.”
Bishops issue open letter on Brexit
A group of Church of England bishops has
issued an open letter on the prospect of a
'no-deal' Brexit and the need for national
reconciliation, notwithstanding the
potential prorogation of Parliament. The
full text is as follows:
The Archbishop of Canterbury has
conditionally agreed to chair a Citizens
Forum in Coventry and, without prejudice
for any particular outcome, we support
this move to have all voices in the current
Brexit debate heard.
However, we also have particular
concerns about the potential cost of a No
Deal Brexit to those least resilient to
economic shocks.
As bishops with pastoral responsibilities
in communities across urban and rural
England, we respond to the call by Jesus
to tell the truth and defend the poor. We
also recognise that our obligations go
beyond England and impact on relations
with the wider UK and our neighbours in
the EU.
Exiting the EU without an agreement is
likely to have a massive impact on all our
people and the Government is rightly
preparing for this outcome. The
Government believes that leaving the EU
on 31 October is essential to restoring
trust and confidence.
It is unlikely, however, that leaving
without an agreement, regardless of

consequences, will lead to reconciliation
or peace in a fractured country. “Getting
Brexit done” will not happen on exit day,
and we have to be transparent about the
years of work ahead of us in bringing the
country together for a better future. We
also need to be frank about the potential
costs.
Our main social and political priority
must be to leave well, paying particular
attention to the impact of political
decisions on those most vulnerable.
We hold different views about Brexit and
how our country should proceed from
here. However, although we agree that
respecting a public vote is essential,
democracy and committed debate do not
end after the counting of votes. Our
concern for the common good leads us to
express concern about a number of
matters. Our conviction is that good
governance can only ever be based on the
confidence of the governed, and that
includes minorities whose voice is not as
loud as others.
Seeing the evidence of division in every
part of England, we are deeply concerned
about:
Political polarisation and language that
appears to sanction hate crime: the
reframing of the language of political
discourse is urgent, especially given the
abuse and threats levelled at MPs doing
their job.
The ease with which lies can be told and
misrepresentation encouraged: leaders
must be honest about the costs of political
choices, especially for those most
vulnerable.
The levels of fear, uncertainty and
marginalisation in society, much of which
lies behind the vote for Brexit, but will
not be addressed by Brexit: poor people,
EU citizens in the UK and UK citizens in
Europe must be listened to and respected.
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The Irish border is not a mere political
totem and peace in Ireland is not a ball to
be kicked by the English: respect for the
concerns on both sides of the border is
essential.
The sovereignty of Parliament is not just
an empty term, it is based on institutions
to be honoured and respected: our
democracy is endangered by cavalier
disregard for these.
Attention must be paid not only to the
Union, but also to the meaning of
Englishness. Churches serve communities
of every shape, size and complexion. We
continue to serve, regardless of political
persuasion. We invite politicians to pay
attention with us to the concerns we
register above and encourage a recovery
of civil debate and reconciliation.
Christians have taken action to promote
biodiversity for Season of Creation 2019
Church-goers across the world have been
in wellies in recent weeks, in order to clean
local waterways, plant trees and promote
wild areas in churchyards as part of a
global initiative to encourage biodiversity
and help stem the effects of climate
change.
From 1 September to 4 October Christians
around the world, including from the
Church of England, have joined together
for the Season of Creation, a festival of
prayer and community action to help
protect the natural world.
An Ecumenical initiative launched in
1989, Season of Creation was given a
major boost by Pope Francis in 2016
when, speaking before nearly two million
people at the World Youth Day in
Krakow, he declared 1 September an
annual World Day of Prayer for the Care
of Creation.
And with devastating wildfires in the
Amazon and Siberia, the hottest late

August Bank Holiday on record in the UK,
and global wildlife populations reported
to have reduced by 60 per cent between
1970 and 2014, more and more people are
being moved to action.
Under its full theme ‘The Web of Life:
Biodiversity as God’s blessing’, Season of
Creation 2019 encourages churches and
communities to hold sustainability
events, including cleaning local waterways, planting trees and allowing
churchyards and other spaces to grow
wild in order to encourage biodiversity.
Participants are also challenged to photograph and share images that celebrate the
biodiversity around their church on social
media using #SeasonofCreation.
The Bishop of Salisbury, Nicholas Holtam
a member of the Season of Creation
Steering panel who also chairs the Church
of England’s Environmental Working
Group, said: “We love the beauty of the
earth. The fires in the Amazon show how
interconnected we are in this beautiful,
wonderful, fragile planet. We know there
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are serious issues to address if we are
going to care for God’s earth.
“Season of Creation is a chance once
again to give thanks for the gifts of
creation, to pray and act in ways that care
for God’s creation and address the issues
of climate change and the depletion of
species. It is the joyful, hopeful
responsibility of people throughout the
world and particularly of the Church
which is both local and global.”
Churchyards are important for their
habitats and as refuges for wildlife and
plant life. Most churches have some green
space. And in some urban areas they are
the only green ‘breathing’ space available
for both wildlife and people. It is
estimated that six out of 10 churches in
this country have churchyards, roughly
equalling the area of a small national
park.

They are a precious resource which can
make a huge difference to the biodiversity
of the UK.
The theme encapsulates two theological
principles, that all creation comes from
God, and that humans play a part in it.
The Church of England has collated
online resources to equip churches,
communities and individuals to respond
and pray during the Season of Creation
2019. It also provides resources for prayer
and worship throughout the year here,
and practical advice on biodiversity.
More information and resources can
be found here.
C of E and Methodists inch closer to
communion with each other
The General Synod has recently given its
backing to further steps towards bringing
the Church of England and the Methodist
Church in Great Britain into communion
with each other.
Members voted in favour of starting work
on drafting a series of texts including a
formal declaration of a new relationship
of communion between the two churches.
The texts would include inaugural
services to mark this new relationship and
practical guidelines on how ministers
from each church could serve in the other.
The Bishop of Coventry, Christopher
Cocksworth, called the Methodist Church
“our close historical cousin and covenant
partner”.
The Revd Joyce Jones, from the Diocese
of Leeds, said: “Our unity is vital for our
mission. If people see our two churches
separately then they won’t see Christ
easily. If they see us loving one another
and working together to serve Christ, they
are more likely to be drawn to faith.”
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In the 1970s there
was a lady who
when she saw me
walking around the
city in my newlybought clerical
clothes could be
relied on to say
“Won’t be long
until the service
then”. This could be
any time from July
on but the service
she was referring to was Harvest, which
took place then as now usually in
October.
I hope I resisted the temptation to point
out that there were other services
during the months to come; she was
never likely to come to any of them, but
clearly Harvest answered a deep need
within her, and that is only to be
respected and understood: there is
something about the miracles of seedtime, growth and the harvest without
which we cannot eat, and which lead us
to put ourselves into the hands of God
with supplication and thanksgiving.
As we become more aware of threats to
the environment Harvest has arguably
never been so relevant in worship. In
the Church of England Harvest was first
started by a vicar in a remote part of
Cornwall in the reign of Queen Victoria;
up to then there had been little
provision in the Book of Common
Prayer other than what are called
Rogation Days. Harvest caught on.
England was still a largely agricultural
country, although it was also a period
when more were moving towards the
factories of the industrial towns or for
that matter the trenches of the Great
War. There was a lot to remember
before God of what was loved, and
indeed what was being lost. Many
churches can tell with enormous pride
how for the next century Harvest was
celebrated, the church was decorated

and indeed
the poor were
fed. There are
memories
indeed in this
Chaplaincy.
However it
has to be said
that by the
1970s Harvest
worship
needed a little
refreshing.
There were interesting experiments for
example in coal-mining districts where
instead of sheaves of corn, sacks of coal
were brought to the altar – I can’t help
thinking that this might have created
some carbon footprints in a very literal
sense. One of the most successful
services at which I presided in the whole
of my ministry was a Harvest-related
First Fruits Thanksgiving in rural Africa
at a time of the year when, in the words
of the hymn (number 270 in our book)
“first the blade and then the ear, then
the full corn shall appear”.
Present-day concerns about our
stewardship of God’s creation, a special
concern I think among young people,
have to find their way into our prayer
and worship, and the Church of England
has devised resources for so-called
Creationtide, the season of mists and
mellow fruitfulness in which we now
find ourselves. Creationtide draws upon
the older tradition of Harvest, because it
must be a development of Harvest
themes.
We shall be observing Harvest in the
churches of this Chaplaincy on 6
October. Although I would have liked
the 1970s Peterborough lady to have
attended other services, I like to think
that whatever we do may be worthy of
her description “the service”.
Michael Bullock OGS
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More from the Chaplaincy
A Beautiful Day for the Garden Party
The day of the Garden Party in Bonn
dawned sunny and stayed that way;
meaning all who were there were able to
work, play, eat, drink, and browse the
stalls under the friendliest of blue skies.
There was just enough of a stiff breeze
so that we could not forget it was
actually the end of September.
Attendees shopped at stalls selling
hand-made crafts, books, British food
and nearly new items. Between the café,
BBQ, and curry hotplate, there was food
and drink for all. The tombola and quilt
raffle both provided an extra bit of fun
and excitement for the adults, while the
children thoroughly enjoyed the
playground and games.
The Bonn wardens express their
warmest thanks to all who were there to
work, contributing time, talent, and
resources. And of course to all who
came out to simply enjoy the day with
us! From both a fundraising and a
fellowship perspective, this day was a
great success. After a short break, it’s
full steam ahead to the Christmas
bazaar on 30 November!

The Chaplaincy welcomes you to join
the electoral roll
The electoral roll is the official list of
members of the Anglican Chaplaincy of
Bonn and Cologne.
The Chaplaincy invite all who are
baptized, 16 years of age or older, and
who have been worshipping with us
regularly for six months to enrol.
Enrolled members are eligible to vote at
the Annual General Meeting (AGM),
held once a year by 30 April at the
latest. However the list of eligible
members must be finalized six weeks
prior to the AGM.
The electoral roll is kept by our electoral
roll officers, Jean Hauptfleisch in Bonn
and Ranti Hendricks in Cologne. If you
would like to enrol or if you have
questions, please speak to Jean, Ranti or
to one of our members of clergy.
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High and Holy Days
29 September: Enter all the angels, led
by Michael
By Canon David Winter
What is an angel? Easy,
people think: a shining
figure with glorious
wings, who appears
from time to time to do
some mighty work for
God or bring a very
special message from
him.
Well, that’s right in one
sense (apart from the
wings, which owe more
to stained glass windows
than the Bible). But the
fact that not all ‘angels’
in the Bible are ‘glorious’
or ‘shining’ should make
us hesitate to categorise
them in this spectacular
way. After all, the three
apparently ordinary
men who visited
Abraham and Sarah to
tell them that she would
have a son even though she was long past
child-bearing age had none of those
outward embellishments. Nevertheless,
Abraham recognised them as divine
messengers.
The Bible is full of angels, from the early
chapters of Genesis to the last chapter of
Revelation, and often they had a key role in
crucial events. It seems, from just two
instances, that Michael was their leader, an
‘archangel’. In many stained glass windows
he’s seen with a sword, because in a vision
in Revelation he led the angelic host who
fought and defeated Satan and his army.

the forerunner of the Messiah, John the
Baptist. An angel – Gabriel – appeared to
Mary to tell her that she would be the
mother of the Messiah, the Son of God. An
angel appeared ‘in a dream’ to Joseph, the
village carpenter in Nazareth, to tell him to
go ahead and marry his fiancee, Mary, and
later – also in a dream – warned him not to
go back to Bethlehem.
A ‘young man’, whom
we take to have been
an angel, was sitting
in the empty tomb on
Easter morning,
waiting to tell the
startled women that
Jesus wasn’t there –
He had risen (Mark
16:5).
Without going into
every biblical
reference to angels,
those should be
sufficient to show that
the word covers an
enormous diversity of
experience. So the
Letter to the Hebrews
speaks of those who
practise hospitality as
sometimes ‘entertaining angels unawares’. Sometimes people
recognized angels for who they were, and
sometimes they didn’t. Angels, quite
simply, are God’s agents or emissaries,
messengers and ministers of God’s will.
Sometimes they are human; sometimes
they seem to be spiritual beings.
Perhaps we could even say that anyone, in
any situation, who is at that moment God’s
‘messenger’ to us, or serves us graciously, is
an ‘angel’. So, when we say, ‘Oh, be an
angel and pop up to the chemist for my
prescription’, we may be nearer the heart of
the matter than we think!

In the Gospels, an angel of the Lord
appeared to Zechariah in the Temple, to tell
him that his elderly wife was to have a son,
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the public square of the town. The Bishop
of Assisi provided him with simple
garments, and Francis began his new life.
His inspiration was always religious, not
social, and the object of his quest was
always the Crucified Christ, not poverty for
its own sake. Francis rebuilt San Samiano,
and then travelled as a pilgrim. His
compassion for the poor and lepers became
famous. Soon disciples joined him, and
they set up a communal life in simple
wattle and daub huts. They went on
occasional preaching tours. (Not until later
did they become an Order whose
theologians won fame in the Universities.)

4 October: St Francis of Assisi
St Francis (1181 - 1226) is surely one of the
most attractive and best-loved of all the
saints. But he began anything but a saint.
Born the son of a wealthy cloth-merchant
of Assisi, Francis’ youth was spent in fastliving, parties and on fast horses as a leader
of the young society of the town. Then he
went to the war between Assisi and
Perugia, and was taken prisoner for a year.
By the time of his release, Francis had
changed. Perhaps his own suffering had
awakened him to that of others. He
abandoned warfare and carousing, and
began to help the poor and the lepers of his
area. Then one day a voice which seemed to
come from the crucifix in the small, semiderelict church of Damiano, Assisi told him
‘Go and repair my house, which you see is
falling down’.
This religious experience was a vital
turning point in Francis’ life: Jesus Christ
became very real and immediate to him.
His first action was to begin repairing the
church, having sold some of his father’s
cloth to pay for materials. His father was
not amused, in fact he was furious – until
Francis renounced his inheritance and even
his clothes by his dramatic stripping off in

In 1219 Francis visited the Holy Land, and
his illusions about the Crusaders were
shattered. He went on to seek out the
Sultan, and tried to convert him. Back
home, he found his Order was now 5,000
strong, and growing. Francis stepped down
as head, but continued to preach and was
immensely popular. He died after a prolonged illness at the age of 45, and was
canonized in 1228.
Francis’ close rapport with the animal
creation was well known. The story of his
preaching to the birds has always been a
favourite scene from his life. He also tamed
the wolf of Gubbio. This affinity
emphasizes his consideration for, and
sense of identity with, all elements of the
physical universe, as seen in his Canticle of
the Sun. This makes him an apt patron of
nature conservation.
The 20th century witnessed a widespread
revival of interest in Francis. Sadly, some
films and books caricatured him as only a
sentimental nature-lover or a hippie drop
out from society. This ignores the real
sternness of his character, and his allpervasive love of God and identification
with Christ’s sufferings, which alone make
sense of his life.
Two ancient, and many modern English
churches are dedicated to him.
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Puzzle & Activity Pages
For young and old(er). Get your pens, pencils and crayons ready!
Crossword solution can be found at the end of the newsletter.

Across
1 The sixth disciple (Matthew 10:3)
9 ‘And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from
the __ __ ’ (Matthew 6:13)
10 Love intensely (Song of Songs
1:4)
11 From Mt Carmel to Jezreel,
Elijah __ all the way (1 Kings
18:46)
13 One of the Midianite leaders
who was captured and killed after
Gideon’s victory in the valley near
Moreh (Judges 7:25)
16 Metallic element
17 At line (anag.)
18 ‘Cursed is everyone who is __
on a tree’ (Galatians 3:13)
20 Where Samson killed a
thousand Philistines with a
donkey’s jawbone (Judges 15:14)
21 He succeeded Moses
(Deuteronomy 34:9)
22 ‘When he saw him, he took __
on him’ (Luke 10:33)
23 ‘For __ is the gate and broad is
the road that leads to
destruction’ (Matthew 7:13)
25 ‘The god of this __ has blinded the minds of unbelievers’ (2 Corinthians 4:4)
28 Fear or terror (Psalm 31:22)
29 ‘We, who are many, are one body, for we all — of the one loaf’ (1 Corinthians 10:17) (7)
30 Assyrian ruler assassinated by his sons while worshipping his god Nisroch (2 Kings 19:37)

Down
2 ‘For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all
will be made __ ’ (1 Corinthians 15:22)
3 ‘After supper he __ the cup’
(1 Corinthians 11:25)
4 The request of a man of Macedonia in
Paul’s vision: ‘Come __ to Macedonia and
help us’ (Acts 16:9)
5 He disobeyed his father Judah by
refusing to impregnate his dead brother’s
wife (Genesis 38:9)
6 I veto me (anag.)
7 Fourth king of Judah (1 Kings 15:24)
8 Priest of God Most High, who blessed
Abram (Genesis 14:18)

12 ‘I have made you __ __ for the
Gentiles’ (Acts 13:47)
14 Implore (1 Samuel 15:25)
15 ‘Out of the eater, something to eat; out of
the __ , something sweet’ (Judges 14:14)
19 ‘I am the most ignorant of men; I do __
__ a man’s understanding’ (Proverbs 30:2)
20 ‘Sin shall not be your master, because
you are not under __, but under
grace’ (Romans 6:14)
24 Native of, say, Baghdad
25 The last word in the Bible (Revelation
22:21)
26 Heroic tale
27 ‘Then you will know the truth, and the 11
truth will set you __ ’ (John 8:32)

September/October 2019

12

September/October 2019

13

September/October 2019

Advent & Christmas services
A few more dates for you diary:
Service of 'Nine Lessons and Carols’
Sun., 15 December, All Saints, Cologne, 6pm
Mon., 16 December, St. Paulus, BonnBeuel, 7:30pm
Midnight Mass
24 December, All Saints, Cologne, 23:30pm
Christmas Day Holy Communion
25 December, at both ends of the Chaplaincy
at 10am

Love and protection
The love and affection of angels flying,
The love and affection of saints undying,
Heaven’s love and affection satisfying,
O your guarding and cherishing let them be,
Your so loving protection eternally.
Ancient Celtic prayer for protection
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