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NEWSLETTER
for the

The Anglican Chaplaincy of Bonn and Cologne
Wishing you hope, faith, joy
and peace
As this is the last newsletter for the year
2019, I’d like to take this opportunity to
thank you for reading. The newsletter
began going out regularly again in June
this year.
This edition covers a lot of goings-on in
the chaplaincy. To start, a reminder
about the Bishop’s Advent Appeal.
This year the appeal is for the Anglican
Communion Fund (ACF), supporting
the mission and work of communities in
the poorest and most dangerous parts of
the world.
All money raised will go towards the
ACF’s work with empowerment of
women. The appeal supports two
programmes: the Tanzania Strategic
Partnership and Women on the
Frontline.
Donations may be given to the clergy,
churchwardens or the treasurer. You can
write your name on the envelope or
remain anonymous. Alternatively, you
donations can be made by bank transfer;
the account details are on the front page of the weekly service sheets, also found here. Please mark
your donation “Bishop’s Advent Appeal”. Thank you.
And finally, as always, if you, dear Reader, have anything to contribute here, please send it to
newsletter at anglicanbonncologne dot de. You can expect the next edition to arrive in your
inbox towards the end of January.

Carrie Andrews
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Regular Worship
St. Boniface, Bonn: Sundays, 9:30 am, Eucharist, at St Paulus Church in Bonn-Beuel
Siegburger Strasse 75, 53229 Bonn-Beuel-Ost
Public transport: Bus 609, 603, 608, 529 to Pantheon Beuel
All Saints, Cologne: Sundays, 11:45 am, Eucharist, in Cologne-Marienburg
Lindenallee 61, 50968 Cologne-Marienburg
Public transport: Bus 132 to Arnoldshöhe
We meet for coffee after each service, in both Bonn and Cologne.

Dates for your diary
Saturday, 7 December
Chaplaincy walking group
The Walkers meet at 11am for a 15km
walk in the Drachenfelser Ländchen
(Wachtberg) followed by refreshments at
the Gaststätte Waldesruh in Villiprott.
Our meeting point is the Beckers Kreuz
carpark opposite the Pferdeklinik am
Kottenforst just off the L158 (bus 855
from Meckenheim Bf or Bad Godesberg Bf
to Villiprott Sportplatz).
Sunday, 8 December
Evening Service in Cologne city centre
6pm – Service of Holy Communion at the
Antoniter-kirche, Schildergasse 57, 50667
Köln
Tuesday, 14 January
Film & fellowship
5.30pm – Join us at Elizabeth
Hormann’s for an evening of
entertainment and discussion. We’ll watch
a movie together, then follow it up with
some discussion time. Please see the next
page of this newsletter for more.

Advent & Christmas services
Service of ‘Nine Lessons and
Carols’
Sun., 15 December, All Saints,
Cologne, 6pm
Mon., 16 December, St. Paulus,
Bonn-Beuel, 7:30pm
Midnight Mass
24 December, All Saints, Cologne,
23:30pm
Christmas Day Holy
Communion
25 December, at both ends of the
Chaplaincy at 10am
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From the Chaplaincy
Looking for lay volunteers
Have you been looking for ways you
might be more involved in our
chaplaincy? But without having to do
too much? In both Bonn and Cologne,
we welcome members both new and old
to volunteer for various lay duties.
In Bonn we need volunteers to read the
intercessions, which are prayed after the
sermon and before the peace. There is a
prescribed format to these prayers, and
the clergy would be happy to answer any
questions.
In Cologne we are especially looking
for volunteers to do sides, coffee, and to
be Sunday School teachers. Coffee and
sides duties need to be covered every
week, and Sunday School would only be
the first Sunday of each month.
In both ends of the chaplaincy, we
would also warmly welcome volunteers
to be alter servers.
If you would like to volunteer for a lay
duty or need more information, please
contact the clergy or newsletter at
anglicanbonncologne dot de.

The Chaplaincy welcomes you to join
the electoral roll
A repeat notice from the last newsletter,
but with the new year and the AGM rolling
around, we don’t want to miss anyone.
The electoral roll is the official list of
members of the Anglican Chaplaincy of
Bonn and Cologne.
The Chaplaincy invite all who are baptized,
16 years of age or older, and who have been
worshipping with us regularly for six
months to enrol.

Enrolled members are eligible to vote at
the Annual General Meeting (AGM),
held once a year by 30 April at the
latest. However the list of eligible
members must be finalized six weeks
prior to the AGM.
The electoral roll is kept by our electoral
roll officers, Jean Hauptfleisch in Bonn
and Ranti Hendricks in Cologne. If you
would like to enrol or if you have
questions, please speak to Jean, Ranti or
to one of our members of clergy.
Confirmation class starting in
January
Father Richard will be leading a
confirmation class, beginning in the new
year. If you, or anyone you know, aged
10 and up, would like to be confirmed,
please contact Father Richard for more
information.
Film & fellowship (redux)
As mentioned on the previous page, Colognemember Elizabeth Hormann is reviving a
chaplaincy movie watching club. We will
gather in Elizabeth’s home to watch a movie,
documentary, or perhaps even an episode of
television together. What will we watch, you
ask. The most important selection criteria is
that it give us something to talk about. There
will probably also be snacks!
The first meeting will be in January, most
likely on the 14th. Please contact Elizabeth
directly or send an e-mail to newsletter at
anglicanbonncologne dot de, if you are
interested in joining us.
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A busy autumn
The last few months have been busy and
full in our chaplaincy. Here’s a short recap …
Safeguarding training and a guest
preacher
Way back in September, at the end of
the month, the chaplaincy hosted Rev.
Douglas Robinson from St Augustine’s
in Wiesbaden for the weekend. On the
Saturday Douglas led safeguarding
training in Bonn, and then on Sunday
he stepped in for us as guest preacher,
since both Fathers Michael and Richard
had prior engagements that day.
Following the service in Cologne, we
shared a meal together at the
neighbouring Chinese restaurant
(picture, right). Thank you for your help
and service, Douglas!

Harvest Festival – a resounding
success
On Sunday, 6 October, the chaplaincy
marked Harvest Festival with auctions
following both services. Members donated
goods and services to be auctioned. Thanks
to all who contributed and bid generously,
the auctions raised more than €600, which
all goes towards the chaplaincy’s
charitable giving.
A big thank you as well to Patra Al-Saadi
in Cologne for all her hard work and
efforts to making this year’s Harvest
Festival a success.

The Chaplaincy Walkers at Burg
Vogelsang
On a grey, rainy Saturday in midOctober the chaplaincy walking group
headed to Burg Vogelsang for a 16
kilometre walk around the historic
fortress, through the deserted village of
Wollseifen and around the Urft
reservoir. Although the weather wasn’t
the friendliest, it didn’t affect morale.
All walkers made it back home slightly
damp but no worse for the wear.Burg
Vogelsang was used as a training centre
by the Nazis, and then later by the
British and Belgian military. Today it
holds a memorial and permanent
exhibition documenting its role during
the Nazi regime.
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Synod report

The Christmas Bazaar

The Synod meeting was held in Stuttgart on 14
September. The lay representatives from this
Chaplaincy were unable to attend, but the clergy
were present. It was a joint meeting of the
Deanery Synod of the Church of England and
representatives of The Episcopal Church,
constituting together the Council of Anglican and
Episcopal Churches in Germany (CAECG). Our
Church of England Bishop Robert Innes and The
Episcopal Church Bishop Mark Edington were
present and answered questions.
The Church of England clergy had met
prayerfully the previous afternoon and evening
for food, drink, fellowship and the useful
exchange of experiences.
The opening talk of the meeting was a
presentation on the new General Data Protection
Regulations (GDPR) and how these apply to and
affect the CAECG member churches. CAECG
member Barbara Rushiti, a lawyer, described
what the regulations require of groups and
Vereine and gave information on how to ensure
compliance with the regulations and where to
find additional information and help.
The topic for the rest of the meeting was
“Intergenerational Work, Worship and Witness”
led by Diane Craven and Harvey Howell from
England as the invited speakers. During this
time we worked in small groups and talked about
how different generations can learn, pray and
serve together. We looked at different aspects of
mission and worship and considered different
models of church and their positive and negative
aspects. In our groups we talked about which
aspects of the models we saw in our own
communities. We then considered a widely
accepted definition of good intergenerational
practice and discussed what factors are enabling
intergenerational work in our communities, what
is preventing this and what might be stifling
suggestions of growth.
There were also meetings of the three subgroups of CAECG: Communications, Youth and
Learning Together. We worshipped together
with Night Prayer (Compline) on 13 September
and Morning Prayer and a closing Eucharist on
14 September (Holy Cross Day).
Michael Bullock OGS

Bonn held its annual Christmas Bazaar on 30
November at the St Josef Pfarrheim in BonnBeuel.
The day was mild enough to grab a bacon
buttie or a sausage outside by the grill, but
inside everything was Christmas festive.
Visitors browsed the stalls – including used
books, handmade crafts, “nearly new”
household goods and toys, home produce and
English products – and enjoyed the plentiful,
delicious food on offer from the Bazaar’s café.
Kids and adults alike had a blast seeing what
they would pull out of the Lucky Dip, and, as
always, one of the highlights was seeing who
would win Anna’s magnificent quilt.
The chaplaincy thanks everyone who came,
and especially all who helped – setting up,
organising, running stalls, contributing food,
and cleaning up after. We couldn’t do it
without you.
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The statistics showed 1.12 million regular
worshippers at Church of England
churches in 2018.

News
Church engages millions through apps
and social media
Church of England prayer apps were used
more than five million times over the last
year as a record number of people sought
Christian contemplation and reflection
online, according to new figures published
today.
Apps allowing users to pray the ancient
‘Daily Office’ of morning, evening and
night prayer were used 4.2 million times
on Apple devices alone in the last 12
months, an increase of 446,000 on the
year before, new figures show.
The figures do not include other social
media prayers, reflections and posts by
the Church of England, which now have
an average reach of 3.6 million every
month, an increase on 2018.
The digital figures were published
alongside the Church of England’s
Statistics for Mission 2018, and showed
that some 4,400 churches – more than a
third of those responding – run courses
teaching the basics of the Christian faith.
These included the Pilgrim Course,
launched in 2013, and the Alpha Course
which introduces participants to the
Christian faith through a series of talks
and discussions.
The figures showed 3,200 churches
reported running activities such as youth
groups or youth-focused services for
children and teenagers aged between 11
and 17 years old.

There were nearly eight million
attendances at Church of England
Christmas and Advent services combined
in 2018, including special services for
civic organisations, schools and local
communities. The Church’s reach on
social media throughout Advent and
Christmas 2018 with
the #FollowTheStar campaign was 7.94
million – up by 1.14 million from 2017.
On average, 871,000 people attended
Church of England services and acts of
worship each week, 2.6% lower than in
2017. A further 175,000 people attended
services for schools in Church of England
churches.
Other figures from the digital report show
that A Church Near You, the church
finding website, received more than 38
million page views in the last 12 months,
a big increase on the year before.
Since launching in May 2018, the Church
of England’s Alexa skill has been asked
more than 100,000 questions by
Christians and people exploring the faith.
The Bishop of Ripon, Dr Helen-Ann
Hartley, said: “The Church’s digital
innovation is enabling people to hear the
good news of Jesus Christ in ways that
weren’t previously possible alongside
regular Sunday worship and at significant
moments such as Christmas and Easter.
“It is also really striking just how many
churches are running courses in the
basics of Christianity. This shows a
readiness to explore the Christian faith.”
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Bishops call for respect on all sides
amid Brexit debate
The bishops of the Church of England have
issued a call for respect on all sides amid
growing acrimony over the debate on
Britain’s withdrawal from the EU.
A joint statement issued on behalf of the
Church of England’s College of Bishops
calls for a new tone of listening and
respect in debates and describes the use of
language in some cases as “unacceptable”.
It calls for the 2016 referendum to be
honoured and for the rule of law and
impartiality of the courts to be upheld.
It adds: “We should speak to others with
respect. And we should also listen. We
should do this especially with the poor,
with the marginalised, and with those
whose voices are often not heard in our
national conversation.
“We should not denigrate, patronise or
ignore the honest views of fellow citizens,
but seek to respect their opinions, their
participation in society, and their votes.”

homeless people have been distributed to
night shelters across the country by The
Clewer Initiative, the Church of England’s
response to modern slavery.
The Let’s Talk initiative is encouraging
night shelters and other outreach services
such as soup kitchens to share concerns
with the Modern Slavery Helpline or local
support services.
The signs of modern slavery amongst
homeless people could include:
- Unusual anxiety about people in
positions of authority and extreme fear of
being watched
- Working for no or little pay
- Working in the most common sectors
for modern slavery such as construction
and hand car washes
- Not being allowed to leave their place of
work
- Having no control of their ID
- Being approached on the street, outside
a shelter or at drop-in by someone
offering work
- Signs of physical abuse or untreated
injuries
The Let’s Talk initiative includes a
poster illustrating the typical journey of
a homeless person trafficked into
exploitation.

Homeless people at risk of modern
slavery
Staff and volunteers at night shelters are
being urged to be on the lookout for signs
of exploitation among guests in a
campaign recently launched by the Church
of England’s anti-slavery initiative.
More than 1,000 posters and other
materials aimed at raising awareness of
the dangers of modern slavery amongst

There are also guidance notes for project
managers and volunteers in night
shelters on the steps they can take to
safeguard their guests from this danger.
These include warning guests of the
dangers of modern slavery.
The Rt Revd Dr Alastair Redfern, Chair of
The Clewer Initiative, said: “With rising
numbers of homeless people on our
streets, it is even more important that we
are able to recognise the signs. With
the Let’s Talk resources we will equip the
Church to understand what modern
slavery looks like, and how they can
respond to protect the vulnerable.”
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World Aids Day – 1st December
Although 1 December is behind us this
year, we commemorate World Aids Day
nonetheless. We give thanks that since the
institution of World Aids Day, drug
therapies have been developed that
drastically reduce the likelihood of HIV
transmission, and that can prevent those
with an HIV diagnosis from developing
Aids. However, without reliable access to
testing and appropriate drug therapies,
good public health education, and
continued stigma reduction, these lifesaving innovations cannot reach their full
potential.
It is just over 30 years since World Aids
Day first began, in 1988. It was the first
ever global health day, and there is still
very much a need for continuing an
informed and united fight against AIDrelated illnesses.
Worldwide, there are now an estimated
36.7 million people who have the virus.
More than 35 million others have already
died of HIV or AIDS, making it one of the
most destructive pandemics in history.
Each year in the UK, more than 4,300 are
diagnosed with HIV. There are 101,600
people living with HIV in the UK.
World AIDS Day aims to raise awareness of
the problem. More details of how to get
involved at: www.worldaidsday.org
Meanwhile, ACET UK is a Christian
charity which began in the 1980s as a
compassionate response to the HIV and
AIDS pandemic. In many countries,
where stigma and discrimination against
sufferers is very great, ACET works to
help facilitate the delivery of HIV
prevention, care and support
programmes. More details at
www.acet-uk.com

Millennium yew trees – 20 years on
20 years ago, as 1999 drew to a close, the
Church of England marked the Millennium
by distributing thousands of young yew
trees across England. In all, about 7000
seedlings were given to parishes requesting
them.
It was explained that the yew tree could be
seen as ‘a metaphor for the life of faith in
this country over the last 4000 years’, as
well as a symbol of the spiritual life, ‘with
its dormant periods and its coming to life’.
David Shreeve, director of the Conservation
Foundation, said that the yew trees were
“planted in the spirit of a living link with
the birth of Jesus, and as a symbol that, if
we wanted this millennium yew to live for
another 2000 years, we would need to care
for and cherish our local environment.”
Mr Shreeve believes that the project made
an impact on the Church, helping to pave
the way for a greater emphasis on caring
for Creation, including the appointment of
more diocesan environment officers.

November/December 2019

Yews are the oldest living things in Britain.
The Woodland Trust explains that a yew is
not even considered ‘ancient’ until it is over
900 years old. The oldest tree in the UK,
the Fortingall Yew, is estimated to be
between 2000 and 3000 years old.
Potholes – now deeper than the Grand
Canyon
No one likes their trip held up by road
works, as is all too common in this area of
Germany. Perhaps a story like this puts
that next unexpected construction zone in
perspective. Safe travels!
If you hate potholes, here is a statistic that
will give you grim satisfaction: the
combined depth of potholes in England is
now 15 times that of the lowest point in the
Grand Canyon. Plus, a new pothole is
reported every 43 seconds.

In all, nearly 700,000 potholes were
reported on the highways over the past
year. That is a 13 per cent increase on the
previous year, according to data obtained
by the Federation of Small Businesses
(FSB). As most local authorities define a
pothole as any dip in the road surface that
is 40mm deep or more, that means that the
combined depth of the past year’s potholes
would reach 28km. This is 15 times deeper
than the Grand Canyon, and three times
the height of Mount Everest.
No wonder that last year more than
£1.9million was paid as compensation to
motorists whose vehicles had been
damaged by a pothole.
Bishop welcomes PM's Special Envoy
for Freedom of Religion or Belief
The Bishop of Leeds, Nick Baines, the
Church of England’s Lead Bishop for
Foreign Affairs, has welcomed the
appointment of Rehman Chishti MP as
the Prime Minister’s Special Envoy for
Freedom of Religion or Belief, succeeding
Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon.
Bishop Nick said: “Everyone has an
inherent right to profess any faith or
none, yet across the world people
continue to be imprisoned or killed for
what they believe.
“Given the fundamental importance of
this issue we have long called for the
Prime Minister’s Special Envoy to be
made a dedicated role and we are pleased
that this step has now been taken.”
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Puzzle & Activity Pages
For young and old(er). Get your pens, pencils and crayons ready!
Crossword solution can be found at the end of the newsletter.

Across
1 ‘The blind receive sight, the —
walk’ (Luke 7:22)
3 Got (Philippians 3:12)
8 Leave out (Jeremiah 26:2)
9 Castigated for using dishonest
scales (Hosea 12:7)
11 Weighty (1 John 5:3)
14 ‘Now the serpent was more —
than any of the wild animals the
Lord God had made’ (Genesis 3:1)
15 ‘Those controlled by the sinful
nature cannot — God’ (Romans
8:8)
17 Because Israel lacked one of
these, tools had to be sharpened
by the Philistines (1 Samuel 13:19)
20 In his vision of the two eagles
and the vine, this is how Ezekiel
described the latter (Ezekiel 17:8)
21 Rite (anag.)
22 Nine gigs (anag.)
23 ‘The eye cannot say to the — ,
“I don’t need you”’ (1 Corinthians
12:21)

Down
1 ‘Flee for your lives! Don’t — — , and don’t
stop anywhere in the plain!’ (Genesis 19:17)
2 Principal thoroughfare (Numbers 20:19)
4 ‘The tax collector... beat his — and said,
“God have mercy on me, a sinner”’ (Luke
18:13)
5 ‘The zeal of the Lord Almighty will — this’
(2 Kings 19:31)
6 ‘The day of the Lord is — for all
nations’ (Obadiah 15)
7 Specified day (Acts 21:26)

10 Deadly epidemic (Deuteronomy 32:24)
12 Roman Catholic church which has
special ceremonial rights
13 Tied up (2 Kings 7:10)
16 In his speech to the Sanhedrin, Stephen
described Moses as ‘powerful in speech and
— ’ (Acts 7:22)
18 ‘Although he did not remove the high
places, — heart was fully committed to the
Lord all his life’ (1 Kings 15:14)
19 Tribe (Deuteronomy 29:18)
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He came to that which was His own, but
His own did not receive Him – John 1:11
God appeared one night; the world slept on.
Infant flesh disguised the Holy One,
announced by angels singing in the sky,
‘Peace on earth and praise to God on high’
but who turned up?
Shepherds came, star-gazers from the east,
outcasts, prophets, sinners, lost and least.
Kings and lawyers saw Him as a threat,
Creator, Saviour, Prince of Peace and yet
persecuted, made a refugee,
condemned to death from birth and forced to
flee.
Wonder at the welcome Christ extends:
He heals, forgives, restores, makes us His
friends.
As we recall and celebrate His birth
how are we to live His life on earth?
Helen Brocklehurst
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On the gift of friendship
True friendships are lasting because true love is
eternal. A friendship in which heart speaks to
heart is a gift from God, and no gift that comes
from God is temporary or occasional.
Henri Nouwen

