
May 2014 
Upcoming Events: 
 5th June, St 

Paulus - Bonner 
Kirchennacht & 
Bonn Garden 
Party 

 21st June - 
Church Cleaning 

 14th June, 
7.30 pm, All 
Saints - Scot-
tish Borders 
Wind and Cham-
ber Orchestras, 
Guitar Ensemble 

 26th July, 7.30 
pm, All Saints 
- Hallé Youth 
Orchestra  

 23rd August, 
7.30 pm, All 
Saints - St. Pe-
ter's Choir, Not-
tingham 

 30th August, 
12-4pm, All 
Saints - Co-
logne Summer 
Fete 

Your New Council 
We had our usual Annual Chaplaincy 
Meeting on Sunday 6th April, we met, 
heard the updates from the wardens, 
and business passed well.  We had 
motions to thanks both Kai Nürn-
burger for his commitment to the role 
of Treasurer and also to thank An-
drew for his hard work in the past 
year too.  We have the following peo-
ple in post: 

Wardens: 

As per last year, Cologne welcomes 
back Markus Müller, and Barbara 
Merkes.   

In Bonn, Jill Wolff has stepped down, 
with Kathy Caldwell taking over, to 
work with Geoff Sammons. Thanks to 
Jill Wolff for her work as Warden over 
the last five years. 

Council Members: 

In Cologne, we welcome Lena 
Mödder to the team, she will be work-
ing with Becky Hall, Hilary Griffith 
and also Ranti Hendricks. 

In Bonn, we see Katharina Meyer-
Cortes and Carol-Ann Perreira return 
as councillors, with the addition of 
Vicki Grebe and Jill Wolff. 

Deanery Synod Representatives: 

Elizabeth Hormann and Mary Enders 
continue as our representatives for 
the next 3 years. 

Carol-Ann will be taking on the man-
tel of Treasurer for the next 12 
months.  We are currently in the pro-
cess of recruiting a new Chaplaincy 
Safeguarding Officer, who will be re-
placing Andrea Walraven.  We would 
like to thank Andrea for her hard 
work in the post in the last year. 

Whilst we have seen some altera-
tions in roles, the team remains much 
the same as last year. 

We would particularly like to thank 
Kai Nürnburger for his hard work and 
commitment as Treasurer over the 
last 3 years, providing us with a good 
oversight of our finances and making 
valuable recommendations to the 
council during this time. 

We would also like to thank Jean 
Hauptfleisch for her ongoing support 
as Electoral Roll Officer for Bonn and 
auditing the financial report, each 
year.  In the coming year, she will be 
joined by John Hebel, replacing Carol
-Ann. 

To the people who help in other less 
obvious ways, such as Jenny Knud-
sen, producing the weekly sheet and 
looking after our twitter and facebook 
accounts, Devika Homann who works 
tirelessly for the Bonn Congregation, 
tending to the linen and collecting the 
newsletters and weekly sheets, 
through to our Heart Cushion teams 
headed up in Bonn by Jill Wolff and 
in Cologne by Ranti Hendricks.  
Thank you so much to those who 
work in Children’s ministry, too!  We 
would also like to thank the cleaning 
and concert hosting teams headed 
up by Barbara Merkes. 

We really look forward to working to-
gether in the coming 12 months as 
we go forward in developing our 
chaplaincy together. 

In the coming weeks we will be up-
dating our profile page: 

http://www.anglicanbonncologne.de/
chaplaincy-staff.html               

Becky 

“We really look 

forward to 

working together 

in the coming 12 

months”  

http://www.anglicanbonncologne.de/chaplaincy-staff.html
http://www.anglicanbonncologne.de/chaplaincy-staff.html
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Scripture Readings for May: 
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The deadline 

for the next 

edition      

(June 2014) 

will be 20th 

May 2014. 

Two orchestras from the Scottish Borders are returning for a concert at All Saints. On Saturday 

14th June, 7.30 pm we will be welcoming back the Scottish Wind Orchestra and the Scottish 

Chamber Orchestra who visited us in 2009 and have done a number of other foreign tours as 

well as playing more locally and at a festival. This time they also bring a guitar ensemble 

(acoustic guitars) and there will also be two pipers in the group. The programme will be a mix of 

Scottish compositions with classical and modern works by Holst, Maxwell Davies and Wilby. Do 

invite your friends and colleagues. Entrance is free, and we have an interval with refreshments. 

Clic Sargent (www.clicsargent.org.uk/) is the chosen charity for this concert. 

Barbara Merkes 

An evening of Scottish music! 

  
First  

Reading 
Psalm 

Second 

Reading 
Gospel 

4th May 

Easter 3 

Acts 2.14a, 
36-41 

116.1-7 
1 Peter 1.17-

23 
Luke 24.13-35 

11th May 

Easter 4 

Acts 2.42-
end 

23 
1 Peter 2.19-

end 
John 10.1-10 

18th May 

Easter 5 

Acts 7.55-
end 

31.1-5 
1 Peter 2.2-

10 
John 14.1-14 

25th May 

Easter 6 

Acts 17.22-
31 

66.7-end 
1 Peter.13-

end 
John 14.15-21 

Unfortunately, we had to post-
pone the curry at the Jaipur due 
to illness; however we have a 
new date for our meeting: 
The next meeting will be at  the 
Jaipur in Central Cologne on 
Thurs 8th May.   

Please email  
web@anglicanbonncologne.de 
to confirm that you are coming! 

At our last meeting for the bowling, we had a fantastic turnout!  This is a re-
laxed way to share a meal with people from the community and make 
friends! 

Becky 

Next Fresh Meeting - 8th May -New Date 

http://www.clicsargent.org.uk/
http://www.restaurant-jaipur.de/
mailto:web@anglicanbonncologne.de


Page 3 May 2014 

Easter Message 

In the past month we prayed for many lost 
in tragic circumstances - 96 football fans; 
239 airline passengers; 302 ferry passen-
gers and countless lost to war, starvation 
and disease. When we hear of these things, 
we feel sad and helpless. Nevertheless, 
more painful still is the loss of just one 
whom we have loved - grandparents, par-
ents, spouses, children. In the face of per-
sonal loss it is hard to sing “Where is 

death’s sting, where grave thy victory” 
when, even after some years, the sting is 
still raw. When someone we love dies, we 
often say we have ‘lost’ them. Perhaps that 
is because in bereavement we are, quite 
naturally, selfish. In bereavement, it is we 
who feel the pain, we who live with the 
loss. They on the other hand gain the joy of 
heaven. 
 
On Good Friday, Matthias reminded us that 
when it comes to the cross, the important 
question is not ‘what is happening’ nor ‘how 

does Jesus save’, but rather ‘who is he’. An-

swering “Who is Jesus?” satisfies in a way 
that answering what or how questions nev-
er will. Nevertheless, we often ask ‘what’ 
and ‘how’ about the resurrection of the 
dead - what will it be like, how will it hap-
pen. We’re not the first to ask, and St Paul 

answered… 
“What is sown is perishable, what is raised is 

imperishable. It is sown in dishonour, it is raised in 
glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. 
It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual 
body.” (1 Corinthians 15:42-44) 

 
Jesus’ resurrected body differs 
from that buried after the crucifix-
ion. For a start, he is alive, not 
dead! He bears the scars, but they 
no longer trouble him - there is no 
pain from the nail prints and no 
sign that the internal trauma of 
the spear thrust causes him any 
trouble. The damage to Jesus’ 
body serves only to enable us to 
recognise him; and so it will be for 
those we love. When they are res-
urrected, they will be recognisable for who 

they are, but without bodies in the sense 
that we think of them today. So we need 
not worry about those we ‘lost’; they are 

directly in the Lord’s care and have no 
concerns. 
 
The more important question about the 
resurrection is not what happens to those 
we have loved, nor even of the resurrec-
tion of Jesus; the most important ques-
tion is about our own resurrection. In 
Baptism, we die with Christ and are raised 
with him. We may bear the scars, but we 
are raised to live without the pain. Once 
the scars are present, they only continue 
to hold their power for as long as we re-
main angry and unforgiving. So those 
who caused the scars are to be forgiven, 
whoever they are and whatever they did.  
 
We probably need to forgive ourselves 
first, for the guilt and shame that we have 
inflicted upon ourselves; and there will 
doubtless be others who have hurt us. To 
follow Christ in his risen life, we must at-

tend to our own resurrection, al-
lowing no hurts, bitterness, guilt 
or shame to poison our new life in 
Christ. Christ raised us to be a 
new creation, alive with love, for-
giveness and hope - it takes some 
doing, but it is our eternal desti-
ny. Forgiveness sets the guilty 
free, but it also releases victims 
from their pain. Forgive yourself, 
and forgive others, for Christ has 
set you free from sin and from 
death.  
Alleluia! Christ is risen! Now rise 

with him! 
Andrew 

Chaplain’s Message 

“We probably need 

to forgive 

ourselves first, for 

the guilt and 

shame that we 

have inflicted upon 

ourselves” 
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Godema Event 2014 

The Godema this year was a 
very special event for the organ-
isers, Stadtmarketing. It was 
their 30th anniversary. It was our 
second time at the GODEMA. 
We were well prepared with 
new flyers and a new drive, 
T€AM. 

Even before we began, we were 
fortunate to have met the local 
reporter of the newspaper, “Wir 
Godesberger” who published an 
interesting article on our Verein 
and the drive, T€AM. The article 
came out with a photo of José 
holding the T€AM-Logo. It was 
also an invitation to all readers 
to visit our Stand at the GODE-
MA. The article was simultane-
ously published in the newspa-
per “Wir Wachtberger.” Both papers were on dis-
play at the entrance of the Stadthalle, the venue 
of the GODEMA.     

Thanks to the generous donations of the Anglican 
congregation, we had succeeded in collecting suf-
ficient funds to support our fifty children for the 
school year 2014-2015 so that our drive was di-
rected to getting sponsors who are prepared to 
donate a small amount,  five or ten euros, regular-
ly every month for a year or more. For this we de-
signed the logo T€AM, Ten Euro A Month. Actual-
ly, we need only five euros a month or € 60 a year 
to support one child for a full school year. The slo-
gan therefore is: Join the T€AM with just five eu-
ros a month.  The drive has taken off very well.  

Our second big activity at the GODEMA was the 
raffle of a piece of artwork, a signed print of a 
painting, donated by a local artist Günter Herzing. 
Price per raffle ticket was € 1.  With the amount 
collected we can support two children for almost 
one full school year. This was far beyond our wild-
est expectations. The artist himself was quite sur-
prised and very impressed. 

Raffle ticket number 33 was drawn. Unfortunately 
the winner was not present to collect the prize. 
Thanks to Carol’s foresight - she had written down 
the names and telephone numbers of all purchas-
ers of raffle tickets - we were finally able to con-
tact the winner - Professor Hans-Georg Hüttel. We 
drove over personally to his house in Heiderhof. 
Professor Hüttel is an archaeologist who has a 
very special connection to India. He worked for a 

number of years in his field of archaeology in Ne-
pal. He and his wife were overjoyed to receive this 
piece of art personally from us. We had an interest-
ing chat at his house and think we have made two 
new good friends. We sent a note of this incident to 
the local reporter, whom we now know very well, 
together with a photo of Professor Hüttel with José.  
We were pleased to hear later that an article on this 
incident will be published in the next issue of “Wir 
Godesberger.” 

We were also helped at the GODEMA by some 
school children from the Aloisiuskolleg, Bad Godes-
berg. Pater Gundolf Krämer and his school children 
have helped us in many other such events here in 
Bonn.  This is part of our plan to form a firm link be-
tween the two Jesuit schools, Aloisiuskolleg Bonn 
and St. Paul’s Belgaum – The Bonn – Belgaum 
Link. 

It is still too early to assess the success of our pres-
ence at the GODEMA this year. The results so far 
however are very encouraging. We have collected 
80% more on donations than in the previous year. 
With the two articles published in the local newspa-
pers, we feel that we are slowly making a good 
name for our Verein on the Bonn - Bad Godesberg 
scene. 

We would like to conclude with special thanks to 
the Anglican congregation for all the support re-
ceived. Geoff, in particular, is always present at all 
our events. 

Carol Ann and José Pereira     
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You still have time to make a donation to the Bishops Lent Appeal, 

collecting for the Afghan Women’s Educational Centre, which pro-

vides Leadership and Business Training, to counter the exclusion 

that many women experience  from education under the leadership 

of the Taliban.  In his letter the Bishop urges us to try to collectively 

raise £15,000, which will then be matched under the EU fund match-

ing scheme, meaning that we could ensure that the centre receives 

a final total of £60,000.  This would be a fantastic figure! 

For more info: http://europe.anglican.org/news/news/post/620-

afghan-focus-for-bishops-lent-appeal 

Bishop David’s Lent Appeal - 189€ so far! 

www.lectionary.com is a straightforward site  that lists the  

Sunday readings for each year, for the Catholic, Revised Common 

Edition and Episcopal Lectionaries.  You can look forwards, or 

back.  Bear in mind that these will vary at times from our own Sun-

day readings at times, due to thematic variations that are provided 

in the Revised Common Edition Lectionary. 

Thanks for John Hebel from the Bonn congregation for sending in 

this link!   

Monthly Link: 

For those of you interested in spending an hour singing English songs together, we have finally 
managed to get a time and place organised for an initial session: Wednesday 11th June at 7:30 
pm in the small room at St Paulus, Bonn-Beuel. Anyone welcome! The more that come, the bet-
ter the sound (hopefully). More details available from Anne Wegner or Jill Wolff . If you have a 
song book you can lend us, please let us know.  

Singing Session 11th June 

During the Christmas Bazaar, Becky and Jon Hall won a voucher for a full Back/spine 
check up.  It is worth 240€! It has no expiry date either! They are not likely to use it, so are 
offering it for resale.  The sale will be to the highest bidder, and the money will go to the 
Chaplaincy’s charity funds.  So who will make a bid?  Bids can be submitted in person at 
church or by email or phone:  

web@anglicanbonncologne.de 

240€ Voucher STILL available! 

http://europe.anglican.org/news/news/post/620-afghan-focus-for-bishops-lent-appeal
http://europe.anglican.org/news/news/post/620-afghan-focus-for-bishops-lent-appeal
http://www.lectionary.com
http://www.lectionary.com/
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Younger People’s Bible Study in Bonn 
For the last couple of months, people have 

been meeting in Matthias and Vicki’s home, in 

Bonn.  The format is light chat, and some jok-

ing, tasty food and then some teaching on the 

subject of how God is represented throughout 

the bible, looking at God’s plan for 

us, through Jesus.  Then there is the 

discussion.  It is a great evening, 

each time, and perfectly balanced 

between learning and input that Mat-

thias designed as a programme, and 

the chance to talk and explore the 

issues together.  We have covered 

issues such as what we feel about 

the kind of God in the Old Testament 

who can happily smite first born ba-

bies, through to wondering about the 

finer points of the making covenants 

throughout the Bible.  One that par-

ticularly stands out is the discussion about the 

nature of sin, and how it really divides us from 

God.  Eventually we found the best way to de-

scribe it, is that sin is a bit like pouring concrete 

into your body, until there is no room for God.  

At first you think it is ok, before it has set, when 

you can still move about, but then, once it sets, 

you are rigid and stuck.  Thankfully Jesus can 

take that away miraculously, when we simply 

can’t deal with it on our own.   

 

Lena says: “I enjoy the bible study group be-

cause I get to meet other young Christians, we 

eat together which helps us to grow together as 

a group and I enjoy the sometimes quite lively 

discussions. The group is a safe place to tackle 

the difficult questions we have and to hear oth-

er's perspective on our thoughts. 

 

Matthias is great in providing back-

ground information, new thoughts, 

insight into the connectivity between 

different books in the bible and a read 

thread that runs through the story 

since creation. It is great that we are 

welcomed so warmly by both Matthi-

as and Vicki into their home and after 

every evening I feel like I have gained 

something worthwhile from making 

the sometimes long drive.” 

 

We are also exploring worship and 

prayer together, which is turning out 

to be a great experience to share, as we are 

becoming stronger in our faith and deepening 

our understanding of Jesus and God. 

 

We have also been looking at the Father’s Em-

brace, knowing that God is always there, in 

perpetuity, looking out for our return to him, 

waiting hopefully.  As Bishop David recently 

described Heaven as “a father’s embrace”, we 

can appreciate that we are together on our 

journey towards embracing God and as we do 

so more, we can look forward to God embrac-

ing us. 

Becky & Lena 

Ecumenical News - Get up 
and Go! 
You are invited to the Interna-
tional Old-Catholic Congress 
in Utrecht from 18th to 21st 
September. The theme, ‘Get 
up and Go!’, based on Acts 
8:26-40, guides the worship, 
workshops and teaching. 

There is an English stream in the program, but 
English translations should be available at each 
session. More information from flyers at the back 
of church or www.okcongres2014.com.  

Children’s Groups: 
 

We meet on the 1st and 

3rd Sundays of each 

month, during the service.  

May meetings on 4th and 
18th 

“sin is a bit like 

pouring concrete into 

your body, until there 

is no room for God.  

At first you think it is 

ok, before it has set, 

when you can still 

move about, but then, 

once it sets, you are 

rigid and stuck.”   

http://www.okcongres2014.com
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Notice Board: 
If you would like to add something 

to this board, please email:          
beckyhall78@gmail.com  
or call 02204 959 39 42 

Church Cleaning at All 
Saints: 

  Each session begins at 11am.   
Refreshments are provided! 

The next session is 
 21st June 

A BIG thanks to all who help! 

Bible study in Cologne 

Friday evening Bible study sessions 

have resumed at All Saints in Cologne 

at the usual time of 6pm to 6.30pm 

(Evening Prayer) and 6.30pm to 

7.30pm (Bible study). All are welcome.  

Fridays in Cologne: Evening Prayer and Bible Study 
Friday Evening Prayer and 

Bible Study - now in its sixth 

month - has attracted a wide 

range – both the young and 

the vintage members of the 

congregation.  Some come 

quite regularly, some pop in 

whenever they can.   Recent-

ly, after a particularly exciting 

Bible Study, it was suggested that we might 

want to share with the rest of you what we’re 

doing and why we keep coming back.    

     Lizette summed it up nicely: “The starting 

time of 6 p.m. is the ideal way to end a busy 

working week and to prepare for the weekend.  

The first half hour is dedicated to prayer, Bible 

readings and contemplation”.  The familiar ritu-

al of Evening Prayer slows our hectic weekday 

pace, refreshes and leaves us open to hearing 

and really thinking about what the Gospel for 

the upcoming Sunday has to say to us.  Rich-

ard reads the Gospel aloud and asks us “to say 

one word spontaneously about what has been 

heard.  Two further versions follow (read by the 

participants) and we are asked for a complete 

sentence.  Richard then opens the proceedings 

for discussion.  In a relaxed setting, it is easy to 

be uninhibited and think out-

side the box. We all have var-

ying degrees of knowledge 

about the Bible and the ques-

tions, ideas and sugges-

tions… offer food for thought, 

but also humour and a search 

for enlightenment.”    

Another participant calls the 

discussions “very open, challenging with differ-

ent viewpoints” but notes that “we are not in 

competition, not trying to persuade the others.  

The goal is not to reach consensus, but to 

move towards understanding how God is 

speaking to us in the here and now.”   

Lizette continues: “Richard keeps a fairly firm 

grip on the group, but there are diversions and 

anecdotes.  I personally have found the eve-

nings stimulating, structured, satisfying and 

harmonious.  Being Christian should not be 

boring, stiff and dull, and these evenings are 

thankfully none of these things!   

If you haven’t tried it, give it a go and maybe 

you too will see it as the ideal way to start the 

weekend.  Thank you Richard!” 

Elizabeth Hormann & Lizette  



We’re on the web: www.anglicanbonncologne.de  

We welcome people of all traditions and languages to our services.   
9.30 Eucharist in St Paulus, Bonn  

 Siegburger Strasse 75, 53229 Bonn-Beuel-Ost  
11.45 Eucharist in All Saints Cologne 

 Bonner Straße / Lindenallee, Köln-Marienburg 

Chaplain: Rev Andrew Sillis 

Assistant Curates:  Matthias Grebe, Richard Gardiner 

Churchwardens Bonn: Geoff Sammon, Kathy Caldwell 

Churchwardens Cologne: Barbara Merkes, Markus Müller  

Chair of the FACBC  (Friends of the Anglican 

Chaplaincy in Bonn and Cologne): Katharina Meier-Cortes 

The chaplaincy receives no Kirchensteuer 
or subsidies and relies wholly on the gener-
osity of its members.  We want to continue 
providing valuable resources and opportu-
nities to our members, and regular income 
is extremely helpful to us.  If you can, 
please sign up to a regular donation; how-
ever much that is, it will be greatly appreci-
ated! 

Payment details can be requested from An-
drew or Becky Hall. 
 
A receipt (Spendenbescheinigung) can be is-
sued for all donations. 

Please Donate Generously! 
Email  chaplain@anglicanbonncologne.de 
Telephone      0228 3681 6598  
       0170 693 5538(mobile) 

Chaplain’s address:   Koblenzer Strasse 85,    
        53177 Bonn 
     
Andrew also uses Facebook, Twitter, 
SKYPE & Google+ 

Andrew is a busy man; however he’s busy 
with people like you!  He is very happy to 
hear from you; please leave him a mes-
sage, and he’ll call you back.  

Andrew does not work between Friday and 
Saturday evenings.  This may vary depend-
ing on commitments.  If you need to contact 
him urgently, you must leave him a mes-
sage, as he will not answer calls during this 
period but does check messages. 

The Anglican Church is in full communion with the Old Catholic Churches of the Union of 

Utrecht. The chaplaincy has two Old Catholic sister congregations. Bonn: St. Cyprian, Adenau-

erallee 61, 53111 Bonn. Cologne: Christi Auferstehung, Jülicher Str. 28, 50674 Köln. More in-

formation: www.alt-katholisch.de  

http://www.anglicanbonncologne.de
http://www.alt-katholisch.de/

